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One does not go too far when saying that there are more persons in America 
who are following with interest the trend of the Hexateuchal discussion than 
there are in Germany. The scholars seem to have settled the question, the 
masses do not know that there has been a question. The majority of the 
evangelical divines in Germany are as rigid in their adherence to their 
"Luther" as Americans used to be to their "Clarke" or "Henry." The 
people either take no interest in biblical questions or accept the traditional 
views. To be a " rationalist " may in Germany be said to be a hopeful sign, 
for in contrast with the majority the rationalist is an exponent neither of ag- 
nosticism nor indifference. To express this in a general statement, there is no 
such thing as popular Bible study in Germany. It is not the province of this 
letter to treat of the unfortunate condition of Germany. Our inquiry shall be 
concerning the influence this small minority of Teutonic students is having or 
will have upon the study of the Scriptures in our own country. 

It is necessary to confine our inquiries to the existing literature and its proba- 
ble influence. The possibilities of the future products of German pens no one 
can estimate. Wellhausen, accepting his own results as final, retires from the 
discussion of biblical questions and confines his lectures to Arabic archaeology. 
Orelli, on the other hand, belonging to what may at least be called a liberal 
school, accepts in Isaiah 53 the possibility of the prophet's having " spoken 
wiser than he knew." His interpretation we find approved by an eminent pro- 
fessor in Gottingen. Is not this diversity of opinions and tendencies alone suf- 
ficient to cause us to question the ultimate end of German thought? 

No prominent writer in Germany could be called conservative according to 
the American standard of " orthodoxy." The most influential theologian in 
Germany to-day is Harnack of Berlin. He is attracting not only more read- 
ers, but his lectures are more largely attended than those of any other man. 
His recent valuable work, " Das neue Testament um 200," is a sufficient expo- 
nent of his position. He is a liberal of the liberals. Hence while his work 
would be of great value to the most conservative student, if he is trying to 
follow modern scholarship, it can never meet with the favor in America that it 
is having in Germany. Weiss is perhaps exercising the most influence in the 
other direction. His readings of his own " Leben Jesu" are enthusiastically 
attended. His latest edition of that peerless work is so much better than the 
old English translation that the English reader is at great disadvantage in 
trying to gain the writer's best thought. His most recent work, " Einleitung 
in das neue Testament," which is known in America through the valuable 
translation published by Funk and Wagnalls is considered even by many Ger- 
mans to be the best " Introduction" yet written. It may be a surprise to old 
Leipzig students to know that the staunch views of the much lamented Dr. 
Franz Delitzsch find now no supporter in that former stronghold of conserva- 
tism. A vigorous young scholar, not yet known through his writings, Prof. 
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Guthe, is gaining quite a following among the students though he expresses 
views which dumbfound the Lutheran veterans of Leipzig. The already 
famous young Arabic scholar, Dr. Socin, who has recently gone there from 
Tubingen is quite as liberal as Guthe. Leipzig has lost its prestige in Amer- 
ica, but the reputation of Dr. Delitzsch is only heightened by his recently 
translated Isaiah and the almost posthumous work, " Messianische Weissag- 
ungen." It will be of interest to the numerous admirers of Prof. Delitzsch to 
know that his work on Prophecy appeared in the book stores the day before 
his death. Every Bible student knows what a powerful influence this eminent 
scholar has throughout the student world. How his latest views will affect 
his numerous followers is an interesting question. The age at which he first 
gave expression to liberal opinions necessarily prevented his going to extremes. 
Where will be the goal of those who care to fully follow his studies and reach 
yet more mature conclusions ? There is a rich field of speculation suggested 
in his last three books. Who of the earnest American students will dare 
explore its utmost bounds ? 

Strack and Zockler's Commentary has not met with the success among Ger- 
mans that it will doubtless have in America. That a work is conservative is a 
recommendation to American students; that all the writers are of that school 
suggests to the critical German that too great efforts have been made to secure 
such contributors and he is justly suspicious. It is unfortunate that all the 
writers for this work have not the reputation that its editors and the popular 
Orelli have. As in Lange's great work true scholarly interpretation has been 
sacrificed to conservatism. Americans should be very proud of the thoroughly 
critical work done by Prof. Gregory in his now completed "Prolegomena." 
Dr. Gregory is an American, at present Professor in Leipzig and has had the 
honor of being chosen to complete the unfinished work of the great Tischen- 
dorf. His volumes on the New Testament text are models of accuracy and 
will be indispensable to students in that department and in fact to all search- 
ers after internal evidences. Of the other German works which have appeared 
within the last year it must be said the valuable ones all express extreme 
views. Wellhausen's " Composition des Hexateuchs und der historischer 
Biicher " is already known. It is a little surprising to see that an excellent 
book on the pastoral epistles by Knoke gives to them the latest possible date. 
Perhaps it will not be out of place here to mention for the benefit of students 
conversant with German a few of the books published during the last year 
which have met with the highest approval in Germany. Holtzmann's " Hand 
Kommentar zum neuen Testament," will be criticized by Americans. It is 
a popular, but too rationalistic work. Steck, " Galataer Brief " and Knelling, 
" Der erste Brief Pauli an Timotheus" are good commentaries. Other criti- 
cal works, some of which are already known from older editions are Baudissin, 
"Geschichte des alttestamentlichen Priestertums ; " KShler, " Lehrbuch der 
biblischen Geschichte des alten Testaments;" Schlatter, "Einleitung in die 
Bibel;" Baethgen, " Beitrage zur semitischen Religionsgeschichte;" Everting, 
" Die paulinische Angelologie und Damonologie; " Schultz, " Altestamentliche 
Theologie;" Schlottman, "Kompendium der biblischen Theologie der alten 
und neuen Testaments." 

These are but a few of the new works or new editions which have recently 
found favor abroad. What is to be done with this flood of literature, nearly 
all pointing in a direction we hesitate to follow? To the settlement of the 
important questions involved the American student brings now a better equip- 
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ment than ever before, a deep religious faith, which the German generally 
lacks, he has the sympathy of thousands of fellow students, he has a waiting 
public, anxious to hear his results, but he may be, alas, without the grubbing 
habits which help the German to conclusions. These incentives, despite the 
necessarily absent quality, are sufficient to urge him to study and thought. 
Whatever be the results of his efforts, it is not improbable, his more slowly 
reached conclusions, if he can lay aside his prejudices, will bring him more 
nearly to the truth than the German has attained. If this be so, that fact and 
the good he may accomplish by making his results known should stir every 
student of the Scripture, be he specialist or not, to greater exertions. It 
should make him open his eyes to what the Europeans are pleased to call 
"results" and to close them temporarily to the burdensome traditions that 
prevent free, scholarly work. Prepared then for vigorous effort what will be 
accomplished? The question, "Whither?" has lately been made popular in 
America. In biblical study a few possibilities may be suggested, even though 
it be with hesitation. The conservative American student will probably 
change many of his views. If he comes to know a different Bible, as many 
fear, he "will know it better. If he lays aside some old interpretations he will 
not rest till he has new and better ones. He will not go so far as the critics, it 
may be safely said, but he will learn to use their results for the attainment of 
more moderate ends. He will be a better man for having made his efforts, he 
will be a more useful man for having gained his new information, but it must 
be said he may shock the "pillars" by accepting an uninspired Bible or he 
may have exactly the same theology, truths, faith that he had when he began. 
To become acquainted with Truth he must examine the results of scholars 
even though stared in the face by the possibility of a great change of opinions. 
Does he care enough for the truth to make the investigation? Trusting to 
that Guidance to which he looks in his study of " the Word " he will surely 
attain results and the results will help him and others to better lives. 

Hear what the grandest of German scholars of to-day, or rather of yester- 
day, has said. In the preface to his " Messianische Weissagungen," Dr. Del- 
itzsch writes, " It is in a critical time in biblical and especially in Old Testa- 
ment study that the evening of my life is falling. This crisis repels me by the 
satisfaction its advocates find in destruction, in wholesale denials, in unspirit- 
ual profanity; but this crisis shall also prove, as did many crises in the time of 
the apostle Paul, a lever for advancing knowledge, thereby releasing and 
declaring the elements of truth that are therein. For as primeval creation 
began with chaos, so in the advance of understanding, and particularly of the 
spiritual life, from epoch to epoch, the new comes from the chaos of the old. 
It is not now the business of one alone to bring to completeness this work of 
sifting, purification, reforming. Therefore let us interest ourselves in this, 
though our contribution be ever so small." c. n. zeublin. 

Paris, 25, August, 1890. 



